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GWSS, EGVM – Whatever Comes Next  
       – the Board Is Ready
It was 1999 when a new pest, the glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS), was 

discovered to be directly related to something killing vineyards around Temecula, 
and would spread throughout California if something wasn’t done.

Ten years later, in 2009, another pest, the European grapevine moth (EGVM), 
was found munching its way 
through vineyards in Napa. 
The wine and grape industry 
was again threatened by a new 
pest with the potential to spread 
throughout California.  

With quarantines in place 
in 10 counties, efforts are 
underway to stop the spread of 
EGVM and hopefully eradicate 
it from the state.  

But while GWSS seemingly 
took the wine and grape 
industry by surprise, this 
time was different.  Unlike 1999, today the industry has an organization in place 
to address new threats like EGVM – the PD/GWSS Board. 

“When we were given the ability to consider other pests and diseases that threaten 
California’s winegrapes, it enabled the industry to jumpstart the actions needed 

to help address 
new threats,” said 
PD/GWSS Board 
C h a i r  D e n n i s 
Atkinson.  “After 
designating the 

EGVM as a serious pest, we provided funds for the research, outreach, and education 
that are the necessary first steps in any battle against new threats. These seemingly 
basic steps that in the past would have taken several months or even years to 
accomplish were handled by the Board in a few months.” 

“The legislation that enabled the PD/GWSS 
Board  to consider other threats gave specific 

guidelines. . .” Roger Spencer, Branch Chief of 
the PD Control Program.

Continued on page 2

New Research Videos Bring 
Field Trial Work to You 
   

Want to see and hear the latest information 
on field trials that are currently taking place 

around the state? 
While we can’t bring the field trials to you, you 

can see videos on the PD Interactive Forum website 
of the researchers discussing their work.   

The videos provides a firsthand look at what the 
researchers are doing. These videos will also be 
shown at various growers’ meetings. Check them out 
by going to www.pdgwss.net/videos.htm. 
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